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SECTION 1: UM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GRANT SCHEME  
 

1.1 Preamble 
 
Universiti Malaya Community Engagement Grant Scheme aims to benefit community 
with output from UM research by offering community engagement grants and matching 
fund. This grant scheme is managed by UM Community Engagement Centre 
(UMCares) that connects UM researchers with the community as beneficiaries. 
Involvement of the community enables co-creation of knowledge which is led by UM 
researchers, and this is expected to produce positive impact and sustainable social 
change. 
 

We welcome proposals that are supporting the UMCares project cluster which 
are sport and recreation, social welfare, entrepreneurship, environmental 
development, ICT and technology, rural development, education, health, national and 
cultural heritage conservation. We also focusing on research projects that aimed on 
the Shared Prosperity Vision 2030 (SPV 2030) enablers and benefiting community 
listed in the SPV 2030 polarity management which are B40 group, poor and 
economically vulnerable, community in economic transition, indigenous community, 
person with disabilities (PWD), youth, women, children, and senior citizen. Research 
projects that align with themes and policy enablers of the Twelfth Malaysia Plan, 
Framework of the 10-10 MySTIE, Malaysia Education Blueprint 2015 – 2025 (Higher 
Education), and United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are also 
welcome.  

 
Apart from the grants, we are offering Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) where 

our role is to incentivize and sustain the keen interest and aim of our collaborators, 
construct their capacity to lead, strategize with UM researchers, and give unrestricted 
opportunity to policy making. Not only for our collaborators, empowering the targeted 
community’s capacity to manage solutions by solving issues relevant to the community 
needs is also the key objective of this fund.  

 
Two specific programs are also being offered under this scheme, which are 

Nadi Lembah Pantai (NLP) and Kelab Sahabat (KS). NLP is a program to 
communicate directly with the Lembah Pantai community representative to identify 
issues and collaborate with stakeholders. KS is a program which supports the Ministry 
of Education’s school community in Petaling Utama and Bangsar / Pudu districts via 
a knowledge transfer program. These programs have a unique application process 
and criteria but focusing on the same grant areas as listed for UM Community 
Engagement Grant. 
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SECTION 2: UM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GRANT   
 

2.1 UM Community Engagement Grant 
 

2.1.1 Introduction 
 
UM Community Engagement Grant funds action research that is conceptually applying 
multi / inter / trans-disciplinary research. This grant can be offered to any existing 
research projects that are aimed to test application of their research's output to the 
community. The applicant who has active collaboration with organisation, industry, 
NGO as project stakeholder will be prioritised to be awarded. The project stakeholder 
is encouraged to be an entity that supports a social cause and a registered company 
or association that possess a revenue source that is able to maintain their social 
mission. Applicants are not allowed to be project leader for another UM Community 
Engagement Grant at the same time. Projects that targeted the B40 group, poor and 
economically vulnerable, community in economic transition, indigenous community, 
person with disabilities (PWD), youth, women, children, and senior citizens will be 
prioritised to be awarded.  
 

2.1.2 Grant Objectives 
 
Objectives of the UM Community Engagement Grant: 
 

● To solve community issues in Klang Valley. 
● To implement research output to the community through action research. 
● To empower the community's capacity to manage and sustain solutions. 

2.1.3 Grant Theme 
Impacting the Nation through Research + Community Engagement 
 

2.1.4 Grant Area 
This grant covers area as listed in Shared Prosperity Vision 2030, Twelfth Malaysia 
Plan (RMKe-12), 10-10 MySTIE Framework, Malaysia Education Blueprint (Higher 
Education) 2015 - 2025 and UMCares Project Cluster; 
 
Shared Prosperity Vision 2030 (SPV 2030) 

 
● SPV 2030: Enablers 

 
o Fiscal Sustainability                          
o Financial Capital                           
o Effective Institutional Delivery  
o Governance & Integrity 
o Enlightened Society 
o Sustainability 
o Big Data 
o Education & TVET    
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● SPV 2030: Polarity Management 

 
o B40 group, Poor & Economically Vulnerable 
o Community in Economic Transition 
o Indigenous Community 
o Persons with Disabilities 
o Youth 
o Women 
o Children 
o Senior Citizen 

 
Twelfth Malaysia Plan (RMKe-12) 

 
● RMKe-12: Themes 
 

o Resetting the Economy                 
o Strengthening Security, Wellbeing, and Inclusivity   
o Advancing Sustainability     

 
● RMKe-12: Policy Enablers 

 
o Developing Future Talent 
o Accelerating Technology Adoption and Innovation 
o Enhancing Connectivity & Transport Infrastructure 
o Strengthening the Public Service 

 
10-10 MySTIE Framework 
 

● Science and Technology Drivers: 
 
o 5G/6G 
o Sensor Technology 
o 4D/5D-Printing 
o Advanced Materials 
o Advanced Intelligence Systems 
o Cyber-Security & Encryption 
o Augmented Analytics & Data Discovery 
o Blockchain 
o Neuro Technology 
o Bioscience Technology 

 
● Socio-Economic Drivers: 

 
o Energy 
o Business & Financial Services 
o Culture, Arts & Tourism 
o Medical & Healthcare 
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o Smart Technology and Systems (Next Generation Engineering & 
Manufacturing) 

o Smart Cities & Transportation 
o Water & Food 
o Agriculture & Forestry 
o Education 
o Environment & Biodiversity 

 
Malaysia Education Blueprint (Higher Education) 2015 - 2025 
 

● The 10 Shifts 
 
o Holistic, Entrepreneurial and Balanced Graduates 
o Talent Excellence 
o Nation of Lifelong Learners 
o Quality, Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) 

Graduates 
o Financial Sustainability 
o Empowered Governance 
o Innovation Ecosystem 
o Global Prominence 
o Globalised Online Learning 
o Transformed Higher Education Delivery 

                            
UMCares Project Cluster 
 

o Environmental Development 
o Sport and Recreation 
o Social Welfare 
o Entrepreneurship  
o ICT and Technology  
o Rural Development  
o Education  
o Health 
o National and Cultural Heritage Conservation 
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2.1.5 Grant Eligibility Criteria 
 

1. Open to all Universiti Malaya academic staff (Associate Professor, Senior 
Lecturer, and Lecturer) as project leader – permanent or contract. 
 

2. Academic staff as project leader with contract status, a minimum appointment 
of twelve (12) months is required (contract is active within the project 
implementation period) and members of the project must involve at least one 
(1) permanent academic staff.  

 

3. Proposed project is encouraged to be interdisciplinary and benefiting at least 
two (2) communities. The Kelab Sahabat program is encouraged to involve at 
least five (5) Ministry of Education’s schools in Petaling Utama and Bangsar / 
Pudu districts.   

 
4. Project applications that have active engagement with collaborators / 

stakeholders (organisation) will be prioritised to be awarded.  
 

5. For a proposed project that has collaborators, proof of university-organisation 
collaboration and proof of monetary and non-monetary contribution, e.g., letter 
of intent need to be provided as attachment to the application. 
 

6. Projects that have existing research output (module, prototype, etc.) and to be 
applied for benefiting targeted communities will be prioritised to be awarded. 

 
7. Proposed project must be able to show the capability and readiness to change 

community knowledge, behaviour, skills, and aspiration. This is parallel to three 
(3) stars rating for Section G6: Networking & Linkages, Malaysia Research 
Assessment (MyRA).  
 

8. Proposed projects must be able to demonstrate short and middle-term impact 
in their progress and final reporting (the targeted impact to be achieved must 
be able to be reported for a minimum six (6) months and maximum 12 months 
of the project implementation period).  
 

9. Proposed project must be able to deliver a sustained output (a continuing 
practice of the module or prototype introduced by researchers) to the 
community for solving issues and improving their livelihood in the long-term.  
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2.1.6 Grant Non-eligibility Criteria 
 

1. Project proposals that are supporting political agenda as part of initiatives to 
benefit targeted communities will not be considered for proposal evaluation. 

 
2. Profit-making, charitable purposes and faith-based project proposals are not 

eligible for this grant application. 
 

3. Project proposal that is focusing on funding physical amenities, equipment, 
refurbishment of the working area as an initiative to solve community issues will 
not be considered for proposal evaluation.  
 

4. Project activities bearing cost for bank charges, guarantee costs, debt services 
charges, provision for future liabilities, cost for fine, penalties, and litigation 
expenses are not allowed.   

 
2.1.7 Amount of Application 
 

● Maximum RM 20,000.00 per project. 
 
 

2.1.8 Grant Scope of Funding 
 

Vote Categories Vote Description 

 
Vote 21000 -  
Travelling and 
Transportation  
 
 

 
● Covers travel to reach out the community.  
 
● Documents required for reach out application: 

a) Activity justification  
b) Activity schedule 
c) Letter of invitation from community bodies /  
    institution (if applicable) 
 

● Activities application must be submitted fifteen (15) 
working days prior to travel date. 

 
● Ceiling for this vote is not more than 25% of total grant 

(local fieldtrips only). 
 

 
Vote 24000 -  
Rental 
 

 
● Rental expenses for space, equipment, transportation, 

and other items directly related to the project.  
    *Rental for transportation must be managed by licensed      
     transport company. 

 
Vote 27000 -  
Project Materials 
and Supplies  

 
● Only expenses for materials and supplies directly related 

to the project activities.  
 
 



UM Community Engagement Grant Scheme 
UM Community Engagement Centre (UMCares) 

 

7 
Application Guidelines: UM Community Engagement Grant Scheme  
Version 3 (Feb 2023) 

 

 
Vote 29000 -  
Professional 
Services  
 

 
● Includes expenses for special services directly related to 

the project (such as consultancy, payment for 
enumerators, usage of computer facilities, and data 
processing). Project leader must provide a term of 
reference (TOR) for the consultant hired in this project. 
The expenses for international collaborators will not be 
borne from this grant.  

 
● Honorarium Payment Guidelines  

(Temporary Project Assistant): 
 

a) Honorarium cannot be paid more than three (3) 
consecutive months or three (3) times to the same 
person in one (1) financial year. 
 

b) Honorarium payment that exceeds RM 500 
cannot be paid in cash. 
 

c) Letter of appointment as temporary project 
assistant from Dean / Director / Head of 
Department / Centre is required for honorarium 
payment. 
 

d) Ceiling for temporary research assistant 
honorarium is RM 3000 / month. 

 
e) Honorarium Payment (respondents / subjects):  

Clinical: RM 50 (maximum) / session 
Non-clinical: RM 5 – 20 / session 

 

 
Vote 35000 -  
Accessories and 
Equipment 
 

 
● Only purchase of accessories directly related to the 

project activities are allowed. No purchase of new 
equipment allowed from this grant.  
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2.1.9 Project Period 
 
Maximum one (1) year / twelve (12) months. 

 

2.1.10 Grant Application Documents 
 

1. UMCares Grant Application Form – Community Engagement (see form sample 
in Section 5: Appendices; 5.1). 
 

2. UMCares Details of Collaborator Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.2). 
 

3. UMCares Details of Community Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.3). 
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2.1.11 Grant Application Flow 
 
Flow diagram for grant application: 
 

 
 
  

Yes 
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 SECTION 3: UM PARTNERSHIP MATCHING FUND 
 

3.1 Partnership Matching Fund 
 

3.1.1 Introduction 
 
Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) is a matching fund provided by UMCares to 
researchers who already received funds from local agencies / industries and therefore 
named as an organisation, to carry out community projects that will benefit the targeted 
community. 

Project leaders who received funding from local organisations and interested in 
applying to PMF must send applications to UMCares. Application can only be 
processed after the UM researcher through Universiti Malaya had successfully 
received funding from the funder. Approvals are subjected to the panel's decision and 

upon successful PMF application, the matched fund must be administered by 
Universiti Malaya via UMCares.  

3.1.2 Fund Objectives  
 
To encourage UM researchers to source out local organisation funding for community 
projects or programs and to strengthen the university collaboration with external 
organisations as collaborators.      
 

3.1.3 Fund Eligibility Criteria 
 

1. This fund is open to all UM researchers who are successful securing funds from 
local organisations (government / agency / industry). 
 

2. Applicant and project criteria as listed in point 2.1.5 Grant Eligibility Criteria and 
2.1.6 Grant Non-eligibility Criteria.  

 
3. Project leader and members should be competent in skills for knowledge 

transfer and able to deliver expected output and outcome.  
 

4. Project leader who already received funding from UMCares as an active project 
is not entitled to apply. 
 

3.1.4 Quantum of Funding  
 
Quantum of funding is applied in a ratio of 3 : 1 (organisation fund : PMF fund). A 
funding from an organisation with a maximum of RM20,000 and not less than 
RM10,000 per project. The amount to be matched by PMF is subject to fund 
availability. 
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3.1.5 Scope of Funding 
 
The funding can be utilised for these votes:  
 

Vote Categories Vote Description 

 
Vote 11000 -  
Salary and wages 

 
● Temporary and Contract Personnel who are directly 

involved in the project.  
 

 
Vote 21000 -  
Travelling and  
Transportation  
 
 

 
● A maximum of one overseas visit* or conference per year 

is allowed during the duration of the project.  
 
● Only the project leader or a senior applicant member (not 

student or research assistant) is allowed for overseas trip.  
 
● Travel is limited to economy class and using the shortest 

direct routes.  
 
● No virement of funds are allowed from other categories. 
  
     *Not more than 25% of total grant (including all local.  
      fieldtrips). 
 

 
Vote 24000 -  
Rental 
 

 
● Rental expenses for space, equipment, transportation, 

and other items directly related to the project.  
 
     *Rental for transportation must be managed by    
       licensed transport company. 

 
Vote 27000 -  
Project Materials 
and Supplies  

 
● Only expenses for materials and supplies directly related 

to the project can be included.  
 
 

 
Vote 28000 -  
Maintenance and 
Minor Repair 
Services 
 

 
● Only expenses for minor modifications and repairs of the 

equipment or any other item directly related to the project. 
(No renovation of laboratory or office spaces allowed). 

 
Vote 29000 -  
Professional 
Services  
 

 
● Includes expenses for special services directly related to 

the project (such as payment for enumerators, usage of 
computer facilities, chemical analysis, and data 
processing).  

● Any expenses for the international collaborators will not 
be borne under this PMF. 
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Vote 35000 -  
Accessories and 
Equipment 
 

● Only purchase of special equipment and accessories 
(including accessories to upgrade the capability of 
existing equipment) directly related to the project can be 
included.  

 
     *Less than RM 10,000 per equipment and not more     
      than 30% of grant.  
 

 

3.1.6 Funding Period 
 

● Funding period is following the contract between UM and the collaborator. 
● Request for project extension must be made to the Director of UMCares. 

 

3.1.7 Fund Application Documents 
Applicant should incorporate PMF contribution in the same documents as in 
application for UM Community Engagement Grant:  
 

1. UMCares Grant Application Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.1):  
 

2. UMCares Details of Collaborator Form  – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.2): 
 

3. UMCares Details of Community Form  – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.3): 
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SECTION 4: UM COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 

4.1 UM Nadi Lembah Pantai  
 

4.1.1 Introduction 
 
UM Nadi Lembah Pantai program is an initiative by UM through UMCares to approach 
the community particularly those residing near UM. The program is a platform to 
communicate directly with the community representative to identify issues and 
stakeholders, e.g., school, industry, etc. to develop research mapping. On the 
development of this Lembah Pantai community ecosystem, replication will be applied 
to other community ecosystems near UM, i.e., Kampung Tunku, Petaling Jaya and 
Damansara. UM Nadi Lembah Pantai is a holistic program involving all UM community 
(academic staff, non-academic and student) from various responsible centres in UM. 
This program is focusing on three focus area: 
 

● Health and Well-Being 
● Education 
● Environment 

 
Other than these areas are also covered, subject to the community issues and 
suggestions by UM researchers. Target communities for this program are children, 
youth, adults, and senior citizens. This program also aims to close the gap among the  
B40 and T20.  
 

4.1.2 Program Objectives 
 
To provide a platform for the UM community to collaborate with Lembah Pantai 
community, local industry, government agency, and non-governmental organisation.   
 

4.1.3 Program Eligibility Criteria 
 
Following general criteria provided in Section 2 and Section 3: UM Community 
Engagement Grant and Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) respectively. 
 

4.1.4 Scope of Funding and Program Duration 
 
Following general criteria provided in Section 2 and Section 3: UM Community 
Engagement Grant and Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) respectively. 
 

4.1.5 Program Application Documents 
 

1. UMCares Grant Application Form – Community Engagement (see form sample 
in Section 5: Appendices; 5.1). 
 

2. UMCares Details of Collaborator Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.2). 
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3. UMCares Details of Community Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.3). 
 

4. Proof of research ethics approval from Universiti Malaya Research Ethics 
Committee (UMREC) (applicable for project that involve human participants 
and appropriate ethics). 
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4.2. Kelab Sahabat 
 

4.2.1 Introduction 
 
This program opens to all UM academic staff to conduct action research with schools 
in Petaling Utama and Bangsar / Pudu districts. The school program is one of 
UMCares networking programs named as Kelab Sahabat. This program has started 
since 2016 engaged by a memorandum of understanding between UM and Pejabat 
Pendidikan Daerah (PPD) Petaling Utama. This program is focusing on areas 
addressed by the school community and UM researchers.  
 

4.2.2 Program Objectives 
 
To support the school community in Klang Valley through the national school 
curriculum and co-curriculum via knowledge transfer program. 
 

4.2.3 Program Eligibility Criteria 
 

● Following general criteria provided in Section 2 and Section 3: UM Community 
Engagement Grant and Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) respectively. 

● Minimum 5 schools under Kelab Sahabat participate in a program. 
 

4.2.4 Scope of Funding and Program Duration 
 
Following general criteria provided in Section 2 and Section 3: UM Community 
Engagement Grant and Partnership Matching Fund (PMF) respectively. 
 

4.2.5 Program Application Documents 
 

1. UMCares Grant Application Form – Community Engagement (see form sample 
in Section 5: Appendices; 5.1). 
 

2. UMCares Details of Collaborator Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.2). 
 

3. UMCares Details of Community Form – Community Engagement (see form 
sample in Section 5: Appendices; 5.3). 
 

4. Proof of research ethics approval from Universiti Malaya Research Ethics 
Committee (UMREC) (applicable for project that involve human participants 
and appropriate ethics). 
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SECTION 5: APPENDICES 
 

5.1. UM Community Engagement Grant: Application Form 
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5.2. UM Community Engagement Grant: Details of Collaborator 
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5.3. UM Community Engagement Grant: Details of Community 
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